
IN THE CIRCUIT COURTS OF THE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS

ADMINISTRATIVE PLAN TO BECOME
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2018

I. INTRODUCTION

Pursuant to Administrative Order Number 14 of the Arkansas Supreme Court, the

undersigned Circuit Judges of the Tenth Judicial Circuit of Arkansas propose this amended

administrative plan for submission to the Supreme Court for the purpose of judicial

administration, designation of divisions, and management of caseioads of the divisions effective

immediately.

This proposal creates a substantially equal assignment of cases among the circuit judges

in accordance with the weighted caseload system presently utilized by the Administrative Office

of the Courts.

The Tenth Judicial Circuit consists of hve (5) counties, Ashley, Bradley, Chicot, Desha

and Drew, and five (5) judges. The current judges and their assigned divisions are as follows:

Judge Sam PoPe Division One

Judge Kenneth Johnson Division Two

Judge Robert Bynum Gibson, Jr' Division Three

Judge Steve Porch Division Four

Judge Teresa French Division Five

II. ADMINISTRATIVE PLAN

The undersigned Circuit Judges of the 'l'enth Judicial Circuit submit this proposai as the

amended adlrinistrative plan for circuit court administration to the Supretne Court f'or its
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approval. This Order is approved and agreed to by the undersigned judges and complies with

Administrative Order Number 14.

A. Administrative PolicY

The circuit judges will meet when needed for the pu{pose of administering this

administrative order. The Administrative Judge shall call such meetings as and when necessary

to cany out this plan and Administrative Order Number 14'

ilI. DIVISIONS

Each of the five (5) Circuit Judges of the Tenth Judicial Circuit shall at all times have the

authority to hear all matters within the jurisdiction of the circuit court.

There is established in the Tenth Judicial Circuit, five (5) subject matter divisions in each

county of the judicial circuit. They are as follows: criminal, civil, juvenile, probate, and

domestic relations. The designation of divisions is for the purpose ofjudicial administration and

caseload management and is not for the purpose of subject matter jurisdiction. The creation of

divisions shall in no way limit the powers and duties of the judges as circuit judges.

For the purpose of this Order:

1. "Criminal" means cases relating to all matters involving the Arkansas

Criminal Code except juvenile delinquency matters.

2. ..Civil" means cases relating to all other matters not relating to Probate,

Domestic Relations, Juvenile, or Criminal.
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3. "Juvenile" means cases relating to families in need of supervision,

dependency and neglect, paternity and delinquency.

4. "Probate" means case relating to decedent estates, trust administration,

adoption, guardianship, conservatorship, commitment, and adult protective

custody.

5. "Domestic Relations" means case relating to divorce, annulment,

maintenance, custody, visitation, support, paternity, and domestic abuse.

The above definitions of "Probate" and "Domestic Relations" are not intended to restrict

the juvenile division of circuit court from hearing adoption, guardianship, support, custody,

paternity, or commitment issues which may arise in juvenile proceedings.

IV CASE ASSIGNMENT AND ALLOCATION

A. Except for good cause to the contrary, the case assignment and allocation of cases

shall be a substantially equal apportionment among the judges.

B. Assignment of criminal cases

As in the current plan, all criminal cases in the District will be assigned by random

selection as follows:

Division I - Fifty percent (50%) of cases in the entire District.

Division 3 - Fifty percent (50%) of all cases in Ashley and Drew.

Division 4 - Fif\y percent (50%) of all cases in Bradley, Chicot and Desha counties.

All civil forfeitures will be assigned to the Division assigneci the related oriminal case.
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Drug Court - Effective January, 2004, a Drug Pilot Court Discretionary Grant

Program was recognized and is being operated in Drew County, Arkansas. Under

present policy, offenders from other counties in the District can be referred

there if they otherwise meet acceptance criteria, particularly ability and means to

travel. Drug Court shall be presided over weekly, or as otherwise scheduled, by

the judges of Division One and Division Three, alternating every two (2) weeks or

as otherwise agreed. This program primarily utilizes a post-adjudication process

and is open to first time offenders who are recommended by the prosecutor. The

program is conducted in confonnance with state drug court statutes and complies

with applicable laws involving the assessment of f,tnes, fees, court costs and

probation fees. The program receives staff funding from the Department of

Community Corrections. The members of the drug court program include the

prosecuting attorney, public defender/defense counsel, treatment professionals,

and staff from the Department of Community Corrections.

Juvenile Drug Court is assigned to Division Five - A Juvenile Drug Court is

recognized and is being operated in Ashley County, Arkansas and presided over by

Division Five. This court was originally started in January, 2010 and was then funded by

tobacco settlement funds but is now funded through Medicaid and Act 1308 funds. The

Prosecutor, the Public Defender as well as school counselors, treatment professionals,

and staff fi'om the community provider, Phoenix Youth & Family Services, are paft of the

Juve¡ile Drug Court'leam. The Drug Coun Probation Ol'Í'rcer, a slaie entpioyee, is also a
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part of the team. The program is conducted in conformance with state drug court statutes

and complies with applicable laws involving the assessment of fines, fees, court costs and

probation fees. The program utilizes a post-adjudication process and is open to non-

violent offenders. The Drug Court meets twice a month.

Swift and Certain Accountability Probation Pilot Program are assigned to

Division Four. In 2001, the Arkansas Legislature provided for the establishment of five

pilot programs known as Swift Courts. The pilots are modeled after the successful

Hawaiian Hope Program and are designed to reduce recidivism among high risk

probations by requiring swift, certain and graduated sanctions on a small number of

easily verifiable behaviors to ensure compliance. The Swift Court in Desha County

started in July 2012. The plan provides for a capacity of 20-25 probationers. Upon

reaching its target capacity and stabilized procedures, the plan provides for the start of a

Swift Court in Chicot County. Eligibility is based on a validated risk/need assessment

designed to determine a high risk of re-offending andlor a high risk of failing traditional

probation. No offense or conviction, previous or current, shall cause an offender to be

determined ineligible for Swift Court as long as the offender is eligible for probation and

lives in the Desha or Chicot County area. Division Four presides over Swift Cour1.

Members of the program include the prosecutor, public defender/defense counsel,

Department of Community

Corrections Probation Offìcer and the Sheriff s Office fbr the respective county.

C. Assignment of Juveniie cases.
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All juvenile cases are assigned to Division Five.

D. Assignment of child support enforcement cases

Effective immediately, all domestic relations cases in the district involving establishment

of paternity or enforcement of a child support obligation by the Off,rce of Child Support

Enforcement Unit of the Department of Human Services shall be assigned as follows:

Ashley Division 3

Bradley Division 1

Chicot Division 4

Desha Division 4

Drew District Judge Bruce Anderson

E. Assignment of civil cases

Effective immediately, all civil cases will be assigned by random selection as follows:

Division I -Thirty (30%) inAshleyCounty.

Division 2 -Forty percent (40%) of cases in Bradley County.

Division 3 - Seventy percent (70%) of cases in Ashley and Chicot

counties and sixty percent (60%) Bradley, Desha, and Drew counties.

Division 4 - Forty percent (40%) in Desha and Drew Counties and thirty

(30%) in Chicot County.

However, for purposes of judicial economy and the effective use of the personnel

resources in the prosecuting attorney's and public defender's offices, civil drug fbrfèiture cases

shali be assigned to the criminal division judge presiding over any associated crirninal charges, if
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any exist. Such assignment shall be done by the Circuit clerk, if they can identify the associated

case, or administratively by the Trial Court Assistants.

F. Assignment of domestic relations cases

All domestic relations cases will remain assigned to Division 2 unless otherwise

specifically provided for herein. This includes private paternity cases when neither of the parties

is represented by the Child Support Enforcement Unit of the Arkansas Department of Human

Services.

G. Assignment of probate cases

Division Two - fifty percent (50%) in the District.

Division Three - fifty percent (50%) in Ashley County.

Division Four - hfty percent (50%) in Bradley, Chicot, Desha and Drew Counties'

Pursuant to Administrative Order Number l4 as amended, "random selection" means that cases

assig¡ed to a particular subject matter division shall be randomly distributed among the judges assigned

to hear those types ofcases.

H. Pending or supplemental proceedings filed after January l,20ll

Effective January 1,2011, all matters connected with a pending or supplemental

proceeding, including any case subject to re-opening for any reason such as contempt or Motion

to Modify, as well as cases previously nonsuited shall be automatically assigned by the clerk in

accordance with the assignment schedule set out herein.

I. Cases closed prior to December 3I,2007 , and re-opened after January l,20ll
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Effective January 1,2071, any supplemental proceedings filed in cases closed prior to

December 31,2007, shall be assigned in the same manner as new cases according to the random

selection procedure based upon the particular division in which the case f,rts.

J. Recusals

The procedures outlined in Supreme Court Administrative Order Number 14 will be

followed in the event of recusal from a pending case by a presiding judge. Should a judge

recuse, the case shall be assigned to the other judge who is hearing that type case in that county

under this plan. If both judges recuse, then the Clerk shall assign the case to one of the three

remaining judges by random selection. If all judges recuse, the Administrative Judge shall

notify the Chief Justice of the recusals with a letter containing the written recusals of each of the

five (5) judges and request the assignment of another judge'

K. General chamber day

Any attorney or pro se litigant having an uncontested matter to be presented in the Tenth

Judicial Circuit is notified that the circuit judges who handle cases in the District publish ayearly

calendar. Those calendars are avallable in each of the circuit clerk's offices or from the

individual judges' office. Those calendars normally include days allotted to hearing pre-trial

motions, pleas and arraignments, omnibus hearings, and other matters. Uncontested matters may

be placed on these dockets by calling the Trial Court Assistant of the judge scheduled for the

particular county as revealed in the calendar.

V. SLIlilltlÌVItCOtilìT
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This amended administrative plan will be submitted to the Arkansas Supreme Court for

its approval. Thereafter, a plan will be submitted to the Supreme Court as directed, if necessary.

This plan may only be fuither amended if approved by the Supreme Court. Upon approval by

the Supreme Court, the amended plan shall be filed with the Clerk of the Circuit Court in each of

the five (5) counties of the Tenth Judicial Circuit and f,rled with the Clerk of the Supreme Court.

In the event, the approved plan is not being followed; a judge should first bring the matter to the

attention of the circuit judges for resolution. In the event the complaining judge deems the

resolution of the circuit judges, as a voting body, does not resolve the issue, the complaining

judge may bring the matter to the attention of the Chief Justice of the Arkansas Supreme Court

by setting out in writing the nature of the problem. Upon receipt of a complaint, the Supreme

Court may cause an investigation to be undertaken by appropriate personnel and will take other

action as may be necessary to insure the eff,rcient operation of the courts and the expeditious

dispatch of litigation in the Tenth Judicial Circuit.

VI. TRANSITION

No change in divisions of circuit court will be effective as of now'

VII. ASSIGNMENT TO DISTRICT JUDGES IN THE COUNTY OR COUNTIES IN

WHICH THEY WERE ELECTED.

Tenth District has elected three District Judges. They are District Judge Bruce Anderson;

Bradley and Drew Counties, District Judge Reid Harrod; Ashley County, and District Judge

I\4elinda French; Chicot anci Desha Counties.
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'With the exception of first appearances and waiver of extradition when the responsibility

is shared among Circuit and District Judges, a District Judge is assigned ancl shall have primary

responsibility to preside over the following cases including scheduling and related administrative

duties within their particular counties. Following completion of the first appearance paperwork,

that paperwork shall be forwarded to the circuit clerk, the prosecuting attorney, defense attorney,

if any, and the circuit judges sharing the criminal docket for that county.

1. Pro se uncontested divorces;

2. Forcible Entry and Detainers and Unlawful Detainer;

3. Arrest warrants pursuant to Rule 13.1 ;

4. Arrest warrants pursuant to Rule 7.1;

5. Orders of Protection. However, in Desha and Chicot Counties the Clerks shall

assign the orders of protection to Division Five (Judge Teresa French) instead of

District Judge Melinda French.

6. Civil, domestic relations and probate cases upon the consent of all parties

pursuant to Administrative Order No. 18(d);

7. Criminal case f,rrst appearances pursuant to Rule 8.1 through 8.4; and initial bond

hearings, including waiver of extradition.

8. Petitions for mental or drug and alcohol commitments are assigned to Division

Five (Judge Teresa French). This formalizes the current infbrmal practice of

Division Five hanclling [irose oases. Fiowever', shouid Ciictiit.Tudge Tei'esa
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French be unavailable, then the district judge for that county shall handle that

proceeding. If that judge is unavailable, then any circuit judge in the Tenth

District may handle the commitment proceeding.

In each case of referral, the matters referred shall be subject to the superintending control

of the Administrative Judge of the 1Oth Judicial District.

FURTHER, pursuant to Administrative Order 4 and the Administrative Office of the

Courts Provisional Guidelines for digital audio records in State District Courts all the State

District Courts of the Judicial Circuit have and will utilize the equipment, software and

operational abilities necessary to comply with the regulations and expectations of Order 4.

VIII. ADMINISTRATIVEJUDGB

Bynum Gibson was elected administrative effective immediately at ameeting on January

6, 2017, and will continue to serve until his term expires. At the called meeting on June 26,

2071, all circuit judges were in attendance and approved this plan. All district judges also

attended and indicated no objection. Administrative Judge Bynum Gibson is forwarding this

Plan today to all the circuit judges for their signature.
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Administrative Plan to Become Effe ctive January t, 2018.

I{onorable Su.ru Pope

Division I

Ilonorab I e Robert BYnunr Gibson, Jr

Division 3

Aclministrative Judge

þlonotable Teresa Frencl't

Division 5

Hon. Kenncth Johnson

DrvJslon z

TJonorablc Steve Porclr
Division 4
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Administrative Plan to Become Effective January 1, 2018

Honorable Sam Pope
Division 1

Hon. Kenneth Johnson
Division 2

./ln^^'i-'
Honorable Robert
Division 3
Administrative Judge

Jr. Honorable Steve Porch
Division 4

Honorable Teresa French
Division 5
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Aclministrative Plan to Become l.ilfective .[anttarl' 1, 2018'

I"lonolable Sanr Po¡re

Dir,ision I

I'Tonorable Robeft lì)'trttrn Gibson- .lr

Division 3

Adnrinisuativc .Judge

llon. Kenneth Johnson

Division 2

I.lonorablc Steve Porch

Division 4

l lt-ln bìe 
-['eresa 

F

Division 5

Dne to thc Distrir,:t JLrclges sigtraturcs not bÈ requirecl oll out'plan I l'eel that I need to poiut out

rhat ar the rncctinq June-26, ioll. Distlict .lLrdge Melirrcl¿r Iìrench (Des)ra and Chicof Cotrnty) clicl

ob.ject to aclclitioual clutics being rssignecl to Ìrcl at this tinrc. Shc ex¡rlained tltat shc tr'âs a llcw

District.luclg. a'cl hacl live courls s,ith ñl',: ncrv clcrks. Shc tìrrther st¿¡tecì l"hat threc of'hcr cotlrts

had u. lirncls ñ.onr r.r,liich to purchiì.se recotding ccluipnreut ancl sht-, dicl ntlt sec hol sllc cottld

raise lhe lìrncls by Jirnuzrrl, t. ZOlS in f.hat she hacl othcr'¡rut'chases tlìat rvel'e ncc'cledl stlsh a's

cìorl.tpì.ttùrs a¡rcl i¡terlrut: iu.st to lrc ablc 1tl ol]criìlc her court ctÏcicntl-v. 'l'lic-refole I irrtr apPrt>r'ing

t¡is þlan r.v.ith all juclges being rcrninclcd o1'hel conL:ems lhat shc'cxprcs.sccl altcl thttt she nla-l"tlol

6c able to hau<jlc adàitio¡al cluties assignccl ro hcl unclel'this ¡rlan tlr¿rt u'ill rcquirc digital nrrclitr

reccl'cling eclrtilltnctit to conr¡rl1' vvitli Aclnrillistrative Orcìcr'['
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Adminisfrative Plan to Become Effective January l, 2018.

Honorable Sam Pope
Division I

Honorable Robert Bynum Gibson, Jr-
Division 3

Administrative Judge

Honorable Teresa French
Division 5

870-222-4781 p,1

Hon. Kenneth Johnson
Division 2

_+i.{:;; . ti:-l:".1.1 i:'::!. .f,, 
--. .

+il:rij;ji'tii:r::,

Honorable Steve Porch
Division 4



#l
Amendment to 10th Judicial District Case Assignment Plan

lOth Judicial case assignment plan is amended to provide that Division 5

[Judge French] will not be assigned any civil cases, and therefore will not be included in

the draw should any otherjudge orjudges recuse. (See attached letter from Judge French)

Honorable Sam Pope
Division 1

Honorab Robert Bynum Gibson, Jr
Division 3

Administrative Judge

on.
Division 2

s
Division 4

Johnson

Steve Porch

/s/
Honotubl. t..eta French
Division 5
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2nd Amendment to the 1Oth Judicial District 2018 Case Assignment Plan

The lg,h Judicial case assignment plan is amended to give Division 3 ninety

pefcent (90%) of the civil cases in Ashley county and Division 1 ten percent (10%) of

the civil cases in AshleY CountY

s\¿-
Honorable Sam PoPe

Division I

Ro
Division 3

Administrative Judge

Teresa French
Division 5

Gibson, Jr.

Hon. Kenneth Johnson
Division 2

Steve Porch
Division 4


