
ADMINISTRATIVB PLAN FOR THE ELEVBNTH JUDTCIAL DISTRICT. WEST

INTRODUCTION

Pursuant to Administrative Order Number 14, the circuit judgcs of the Eleventh Judiciai

District-West tender for the Arkansas Supreme Courts approval this administrative plan.

CASE ALLOCATION AND ANTICIPATBD WORKLOAD

Recognizing that each Judge has the authority to hear, and must be prepared to hear, any

type of case, this plan allocates the cases to our six Circuit Judges based upon the statistics

provided by the AOC. Accordingly, with the effective date of- this plar-r, the Circuit Clerks will

assign all cases in this Circuit as ficllows:

* Civil Forfeiture cases only

Judge Dennis will be assigned by the Circuit Clerks of both counties criminal cases and

post-conviction inmate filings.
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GUYNN WYATT BENTON JAMISON DENNIS BROWN'

Criminal 54% 12% 0% 0% 34% 0%

Civil *loh 70% 0% 0% 30% 0o/o

Domestic
Relations

0% 0% 50% 50% 0% 0%

Probate 0% 0% 50% 50% 0% 0%

Juvenile 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%



Judge Guynn will be assigned all Civil Forfeiture cases filed by the Prosecuting

Attorney in both.lefferson and Lincoln Counties'

.Iudge Guynn presides over drug court. All cases where a Defendant will be

participating in the "drug court" program shall be transferred toJudge Guynn. Judge Guynn

shall transfer a criminal case to the judge who tr¿rnsfèrs a Defendant to "drug cottrt". lf the

defendant has more than one case, Judge Guynn shall transf'er a like number of cases to the

judge who transfers the defendant to drug court. The authority for the drug court is attached

as Exhibit I to this Plan.

RECUSALS AND REQUESTS FOR SPECIAL JUDGE

If a judge recuses in the criminal, civil domestic relations or probate divisions' the

Circuit Clerk shall first assign the case on a random basis to one of the judges who normally

handles that particglar subject matter. lf all judges who handle that particular subject matter

recuse in the case. the clerk shall assign the case randomly to another judge whether or not

that judge routinely hears the subject matter. lf all judges recuse in a particular case, the judge

originally assigned the Jase shall notify the chief Justice ofthe conflict and follow-up with the

chief Justice to be certain a Special Judge is assigned in a timely manner'

For recusals in a delinquency case in the Juvenile Division of the Circuit Court, the

Circuit Clerk shall assign that case randomly to the Second or Fifth division of Circuit Court. In

any other recusal from the Juvenile Division of Circuit Court (i.e. DHS or FINS case), the

Circuit Clerk shall assign the case randomly to a judge who normally handles cases in the

domestic relations division of Circuit Court'
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The circuit judges of this circuit u,ill only subrnit a r:eqttest to the Chief Justice of the

Supremri Court f'or the appointment of a speciaÌ juclge u'hen all juclges in this clistrict ìrave

recused frorn hearing a J:articulal rnatter.

As ìras long been the custom in the llLeventh Judicral District-West, a criminal

defenclant, rvith pending charges oj' rvho is on probation is chalgecl with a new criminal

off'ense, the nerv case shall be assignecl to the.Iucìge on lvl'io's d.ocket the oicler cases are

pending. l.n orcler to avoid Lu-lnecessar:y transf'ers ancl confusion, the Prosecuting Attorney

shail note on the nerv Criminal Informatron tìre 3uclge ancl cìivision the Defenclant shall be

assignecl.

DEFENDANTS IN.TAII,

The District Juclges in,Jefferson ancl Lincoln Counlje s conduct first appearances, bond

hearings, plea and arraignments anc[ Rurle 8.1 hearings Nloncla¡' thlough Fr:iday for those

Defendants arrestecl and incarcerated in the Jeffer:son ancl Lincoln County Detention

Centers. In the absence of a I)istr:ict Juclge, a Circuit Juclge ivill concluct the hearings.

PERIODIC MEBTINGS

The juciges of this circuit agìree fhal" per:iochc meetjngs rn'ill be beneficial to the

ad.ministration of jristice and rvill meet al least quàr'terl¡r, if necessai'y.

RANDOM ASSIGNMIìNT' OF CA,SES

Other than in climinal cases q,here l.hc l)efendanf has prior or ltending cases, the

Circuit Clerks shaÌl use Contexte to ranclornl), assrgrt câses.

S'TATI' DISTRICX' COURT JUDGtrS

Beginning Januar¡, 1,2013, the .Jef'fe:r'son Countv Djstrict ancl Pine lllufT I)istrict

Judges, and beginning.)anu:rr1' 1, 2017 tìre Lincoln Oor-tnt1, District Judge, have become

"State District Court Judges." \41ith tìls chstincfron, the State District Court Jr.rclges n'ill

3



have authorìty, pur:suant to r\clministrahve Order Nuinber 18, to l-ranclle some rnatters that

urere previously exciusive to the Circuit Cour:ts.

While recognizing that the -State District Court Judges maintain a full-time clocket,

the State District Court Judges shall have the foliowing aclclitional authority if a circuit judge

is not available

i. iì'o sign ex-parte orclers of protectron pursuant to Ark. Code
Ann. $$ 9-15-201 through 2lT;

2. flo sign ex-parie enlet'g..enc)r involuntary comlnitments
ptrr:suant to;\rk. Clode Ann, $$ 20-;17-209 and 210;

.q. 'l'o sign ex-parte ordcrs in l,'orcrbÌe Entiy and Ðetainer's and
UnÌarvfui l)etainer pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. $ iB-60-812;

4. Ar.y other: matters allow,ed pulsuant to Adrninjstrative
Orcler Nurnber" 1B that from time to time rnay becorne
necessar:1,/ or expedient to be exercised by said District
Courts.

When a Slate Districi Court Juclge signs any ex-parte older allor,r,ed pursuant to this

Plan, the State Disti:ict Court Judge shall coordinate with the Circuit Court rvhere the case

originatecl for the scheduling of the return irearing.

JUVBNII,II If Iì,UG COURT AND FAMII,Y TREATMENT DRUG COURT

'llhe Sixth Division (,,Iuvenile Divrsion) operatcs a.]uvenile Division Dlug Court (see

attached) and a Famiì-r.''l'reatinent J)rug Ooul't. ll'he authority f'or these specialt_v courts is

attached as Exhibit 2 to this Pian.

J UVtrNII,E TRANSFER I]BARINGS

When a pelitron to tlansfer a criminal cl-iai:ge is fÍied under A.C.A. S 9-2?-318, thrs

judicial district agrees to Ìrar.'e the transfer healing conducted in the jr-rve¡ile division of the

circuit court. If the juvenrle clivrsron of the cii:criit court denjes the petition, the case shall

rernailr in tire ol'rgtnal c¡rtnrual cìivtsion of the cilcurlcouì'1. If the¡uvenile's criminal charges
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¿lre trânsferred ¿ìncl coÌlvertecl into deììnqLrency cì-rarges uncLer A.Cl,A. S 9-27-318, the case

will then rem¿lin in the juvenile divisjc¡n.

REASSIGNMtrNT OF SUBJtrCT MATTBIì

The issue of br,rrn-out 'uvas fìrst raisecl by the A'i<ansas Suprerne Court in a per curiam

opinion several years ago. The Court lecognizecl bhat a judge assigned to a particular subject

matter ma5r, in tirne, request an assignment to hear other type subject mattet:s of cases other

th¿rri those currentll' assigneci to that jucì.ge.

To remccly the situation ancl to aclcLress tlre issue of'burn-out of all juclges, as a vacancy

occurs in one or rrrore of the srx divisions of circuit court, the use of seniorit5' will be utilized

to ¿rllorv a sitting' jr-rdge to relocate his/her clivision of court into the facilities of the vacanl

judicial division and to assurrre all or part of the case t-vpe currently assigned that division as

long as it is consistent rvith the cnrrent Case Assignment Plan. The most senior judge would

have the I'ir:st option to elect to fîll the vacancy. 'lhe next senior: judge wou.ld then have the

option Lo relocate, and so on. All subsequent vacancies created by this relocation woulcl then

be frlled rn a ljke manner using seniority. No sitting judge cor"rlcl be rernovecl from his/her

existing c¿rseload, or charnbers using this process. No judge 'uvould change drvrsron designation

or vacate the sub-clistrict clesignation assigned to that pai:ticulilr cljvision of court because

they electecl to relocate to another courtroom and charnbers space. Nothir-rg in this judicral

IìBASSIGNMI'NT Otr CASES

If'an-1, ìucìge i.r'ho -is a party t,o tllrs ¿lgicemerì[ leavc's the bench the most senior jucige

r<:r'r.i¿-linrng sharll have the olrtion to âssunle tìre ¡:ar.'lrng ludges dockel r.vtricìr shall occur rvhen

tbe ¡\cìministlalive plan ìs ror.ised ol if'thele is no appointment to fìil that position. Nothrng

iri tlris jr.rclir:rzri plan shall aller or cii:curnvenL airy ¡rlovision of the I"lu,rut l)ect'ee.
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, I\{ISCBLLANtrOUS

The cjlcuit judges of tìrts cir-cuit i'ccognize th at any j uc.lge m ay act for a'other jriclge ir-r

his absence or in an emergency or other lrnusual circumsbances ancl may sign routine

uncontestecl matters or orders ai:ising therefi.om.

'l'he Circuit Jucìges of the Eleventh ,Ir-rcliciai Djstrict - Wesb, by unanirnous vote, also

elected Robert H. Wyatt, Jr., Second Division Circujt Cor.rrt Judge, as the Adrninistrative

Judge. His terrn will expii'e .Januar1, of'201-0.

'fhe effective date of this Actlninrstr:at.ive pìan is .lanuary r,2020.

LI

SIGNED AND AppRoVED, rtrjs J t'ìu-u oiJune, 2019

Alex uynn
lì;-^,,ì+ ñ^vr¡,uufu \rr, Jriclge , I'irsi Ðivision

William Ben
Circuit Court Judge, Third Djvision

(^

o ines Dennis
urt Court Judge, Fifth Divrsion

Robert l{. Wy
L,lrcutf, uout'1.

tt, .Ir., Aclministrative Judge
jr-rdge, Second Division

on NJ on
CrL-cuit Court u , F oulth Division

rnest
Clrcrrif

n, cIl:

udge, Sjxth l)ivrsion
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Administrafivc PIan

Adult Drug Court Progrerm

'fhe Eleventh West Judicial District Adult Drug Cotu't Progratn has been in operation

since 2004. Couft sessions are conducted ìn Jeff.erson Counly.

lhe Ëleventh West Juclicial District h¿rs one aduh l)rug Court Program presi<led over by

one Circuit Judger, All Adult Drug Court cases are to be assigned to Division 1, Jr"rcige Alex

Guynn.

T'he Circuit's l)rug Courts are post adjudication courl.s estabiisitecl in 2004 and 2005

uncier Act 1266 of 2003 (A.Cl.A 16-99-301 et seq,) In addition to thc Jr"tclge, the stafl'for Drug

Court consists of a Plobation Officer, Coordinator. an Arl<ansas Community Cotrections (ACC)

C-'ounselor, a¡ A.C.C Administlative A.ssistant, and a Deputy Prosecuting Attorney. Consulting

staff inclucles lar,v enlorcernent personnel, public def'endels ancl other service agencies as needed'

The defèndant must elect to enter the l)rug Court Program ¿rs helshe girres up hisiher r:ight

to a.iury triai as he/she rnust plcacl guilty,'I-he proseculor then has the ability to ob.jeot.'l'he

progtam is wicle open as the of-ter:rses chalged. 'lhe ploglarn opcrates in conforllrity u'ith all

crirninai statutes ancl tJrc rules of'crirninal procedures, No fees ar:e paiclto the Court. The

Arkansas l)epartment ol Community Colrcctions (ACC) provides counsc'.lttrs anci probation

o1'lìcers, All probation tèes ar:o paicl to ACCI, z\ll court cc¡sts ¿rncl ltncs are paid to thc .lcl'felsotr

County Cllerk's olIicc in conJbrmity with sl¿rtues rcgarding all criminal hncs allcl coutt"t oosts.



Administrative Plan

Juvenile Dnrg Court and Family Treatment Drug Court Programs

The Sixth Division, Eleventh West.ludicial District has one Juvenile Drug Court and one

Farnily Trealment Drug Court. The Sixth Division, Eleventh West Judicial District Juvenile

Drug Court and Farnily'lreatment Drug Court sessions are conducted in Jefferson County. Both

Court session are presided over by Circuit Judge Earnest E. Brown Jr.

The Sixth Division, Eleventh West Jurjicial District Juvenile Drug Court prograrn utilizes

a post-adjudication pr.ocess and open to del'endants who have commitled eligible offenses and

are reconunended by the prosecuting and city attorney, probation officers, publio defenders and

the juclge. (A.C.A.}-17-323)(eXa). This program and all programs of'the Juvenile Corrt, is

conducted in conformance with appropriate state statutes and complies with applicable laws

involving the assessment of fines, fees, court costs, and probation fees. The members of the

Sixth Division Drug Court Program team include Judge Eamest E. Brown Jr., Dlug Court

probation Officer, Sixth Division supervisors, prosecuting and city attorney, public defender,

treatment profèssionals, public-school representatives and the Division of Youth Sorvices

community provider.

Farnily Treatment Drug Court gives parents an opportunity to deal with their own

a<ldiction issues rvhile dealing with their children's dependency problems' (4.C.4.9-21-323)

(eXZ). 'fhe Department of Fluman Services links participants with professional treatment ¿rncl

support group resources. The Department of Human Serr¡ices monitors each participant in the

prograrn. Members of the Sixth Division Farnily'l'reatment l)rug Court Program teatn inclttcic

the Ði.iS Caseworker, Palent Counsel, Attorney Ad. Litem, CASI\ and OCC (Offìce of Chief

Counsel).


