
IN THE, OFT'ICE OF TEE COI,'NTY JTJDGE OF LAFAYETIE COI]NTY, ARKAIISAS

E)GCUTIVE ORDER

WI{EREAS, Coronavirus Disease 20 I 9 (hereafter "COVID- I g) is a severe acute respiratory
illness that can spread among humans through respiratory tansmission and
presents with symptoms which may not immediately be known to an individual
who is positive for COVID-I9; and

WIfiREAS, a new and signifcant outbreak has emerged internationally as well as in the
United States; and

WHEREAS, the World Health Organizati6a flsglared Cr ) VID- 19 a Public Health Emergency;
and

WHEREAS, the centers for Dsease control and Prevention (hereafter "cDC") has dermed it
necessary to restrict or prohibit certain non-essential tavel; and

WIfiREAS, the CDC currently recommends community preparedness and everyday
prevention measures be taken by all individuals and families in the United States,
including voluntary home isolation when individuals are sick with respiratory
symptoms, covering coughs and sneezes with a tissue and disposal ofthe tissue
immediately thereafter, washing bands often with soap and water for at least 20
seconds, use of alcohol-based sanitizers in the event that soap and water are not
immediarely available and routinely cleaning frequently touched surfaces and
objects; and

WEEREAS, numerous individuals have tested positive for coYID-I9 and found to be present
in msre than fifty (50) Counties in the State of Arkansas, with some of those cases
resulting in deatfo and
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WHEREAS, the CDC, Federal Govemment and State Government have recommended
mitigation measures, including staying home when sic! keeping away from
others who are sick and staying at home when a household member is sick with
respiratory disease symptoms or if instructed by health care officials; and

WIIEREAS, the Governor of Arkansas has directed that individuals do not gather in groups
larger than 1sa 110) in number and has siped and requested a Major Disaster
Declaration for the State of Arkansas as a result of COVID- 1 9, which has been
submitted to President Trump; and

WffiREAS, President Trump has invoked Federal Emergenw Powers related to COVID-l9
and made Major Disaster Declarations for multipte States regarding COVID-l9;
and

WHEREAS, multiple States, Counties and/or Municipalities have invoked "shelter in place" or
other similar quarantine measwes restricting tavel due to COVID-I9; and

WIIEREAS, the State of Arkansas has advised that individuals who have COVID-I9 should
remain isolated between seven (7) to fourteen (14) days once symptoms of the
virus have resolved; and

NOW THEREFORE,I, DANI\IY ORMAIIID, the dulyelected County Judge for
Lafayette County, Arkansas, by virtue ofthe authority legally vested in me, including
Amendment 55, Section 3 ofthe Arkansas Constitution, as the ChiefExecutive oflafayette
County, promulgate the following Executive Order to take effect Wednesday , Apirl1,2020 at
8:00 a.m.

Public access to the Lafayette cormty courthouse and the Lafayette county Detention
Facility is resticted tbrough April 30,2020 to limit public exposure ofto COVID-l9 and to
protect the safety, health and welfare of County employees.

Access to such buildings shall be restricted to County Employees, Court Employees and
Elected Officials having offices in, or conducting business in the respective buitding.

Persons baving business with the Circuit or Disaict Courts should contact the Court to
determine wtether or not there appearance for any court date is required as the county will
work with the courts to coordinate any such mandatory appearances and provide reasonable
accommodation for the same.

WHEREAS, Lafayette County must ensure, as best as can reasonably be acmmplished, the
health and safety of Cormty Employees and the public served by Lafayette
County, and to provide for continued services by Lafayette County to the public.
This Order is entered following consultation with health professionals and
govemmelrt officials.



Aay business to be conducted at the Lafayette County Courthouse should be conducted
digitaly, by phone, email, online or video conference absent an emergency. Should it be
necessary rhet an individual has to conduct in person business or tralsactions at the Lafayette
County Courthouse that caonot wait until after April 30, 2020, the individual shall contact the
appropriate office to schedule a meeting before attempting entry into the Lafayette County
Courthouse so that reasonable safeggards can be made for the County F.mJrloyees and the general
public. Any individual travelling from outside ofthe State ofA*ansas, especially from an area
where COVID-l9 is more prevalen! may be required to selfquarantine for up to fourteen (14)
days before being allowed enty into the Courthouse. The County Judge and other elected
officials shall af,s reasonable steps to safeguard employees Aom any individual coming into the
courthouse, including, but not limited to, taking the temperafure ofthe individual prior to entry,
the use ofpersonal protective equipment and resficting access to certain portions ofthe building.
Phone numbers and contact information for courthouse offices and Elected officials can be
found at wwrv.lafayefiecoun8.arkansas.gov. Information regarding case filings can be found by
utili?ing the Courtconnect website at hitp//caseiilfo.ar-collrts.gov. Deeds and real estate filings
can be searched through Laredo, a subscription service, that can be accessed through
wwv.fidlar.com; however, prior to setting up an account tkough Laredo, please contact the
Lafayette County Circuit Clerk's Office for arltrorizatiol.

Arry business tbat is not time sensitive to be conducted at the Lafuyette County
Courthouse should be postponed untit after April 30, 2020, if at all possible.

The Lafayette County monthly meeting ofthe Quorum Court scheduled for April 8, 2020
is canceled.

County Employees should report to their immediate supervisor regarding work scheduies
and whether or not the employee reports to their office, or works from home. Any County
Employee who is sick or feeling ill, or has a household member who is sick or feeling ill should
immedialely contact their zupervisor by phone before attempting to come to work. Any county
Employee or other individual running a fever over 99.6 degrees will not be permitted entry into
the courthouse. AII county F.mnloyees are encouraged to practice proper penonal hygiene,
including, but not limited to, frequently washing their hands and practicing social distancing.

These Orders may be modified or extended as additional facts and information become
available regarding the COVID-I9 virus.

DATED this / a"y ot APlZ "' ,2020.

Lafayette County


