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Trial Type in Criminal Cases 

To determine the trial type in a criminal case, look at the sentencing order. 

 

Then consider the following questions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Or, to translate it from the sentencing order: 

Negotiated or entered a plea P (plea) 
Entered a plea and was sentenced by a jury  J (jury) 
Was found guilty by the court & sentenced by court B (bench) 
Was found guilty by the court & sentenced by jury J (jury) 
Was found guilty at a jury trial & was sentenced by court J (jury) 
Was found guilty at a jury trial & was sentenced by jury J (jury) 
Was found guilty of lesser included offense by court B (bench) 
Was found guilty of lesser included offense by jury J (jury) 

 

This should be entered in the trial type filed in CMAINIT, overwrite it if necessary.  

Trial type: Plea Trial Type:  
Jury or Bench 

no no Trial Type: N 
(non trial) 

 

no 

yes 

Was a jury 
sworn for 
this case? 

Trial Type: J 
(jury) 

yes 

Was a witness 
sworn or 
evidence 

introduced?  

Trial Type: B 
(bench) 

Was there a 
plea? 

yes 

Trial Type: P 
(P) 


