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Division 4 - Fifty percent (50%) of au cases in Bradley, Chicot, and 
Desha counties. 

Civil Fo,feirures. All civil forfeitures will be assigned to the Division assigned the 
related criminal case. 

Drug Court - Effective January, 2004, a Drug Pilot Court Discretionary Grant 
Program was recognized and is being operated in Drew County, Arkansas as a 
Specialty Court Program pursuant to ACA §§16-98-301 -- 16-98-306. Under the 
present policy, offeoders from other counties in the District can be referred 
there if they otherwise meet acceptance criteria, particularly ability and means to 
1ravel. Drug Court shall be presided over weekly, or as otherwise scheduled, by 
the Judges of Division One and Division Three, alternatiog every two (2) weeks 
or as otherwise agreed. This program primarily utilizes a post-adjudication 
process and is open to firsl lime offenders wbo are recommended by the 
prosecutor. The program is conducted in confonnance with state drug court 
statutes and complies with applicable laws involving the assessment of fines, fees, 
court costs and probation fees. The program receives staff funding from the
Department of Community Corrections. The members of the drug court program 
include the prosecuting attorney, public defendant/defense counsel, treatment 
professionals, and staff from the Department of Community Corrections. 

Juvenile Drug Court is assigned to Divisioo Five - a Juvenile Drug Court is 
being operated as a Specially Court Program pursuant ACA §§16-98-301 -- 
16-98-306 in Ashley County, Arkansas and is presided over by Division
Five. This court was originally started in January, 20 IO and was funded by
tobacco settlement funds, however, the juvenile drng court is now funded through
the Accountability Court Funded Grant pursuant to Act 895 of 2015. Juvenile
fees paid are also used for the drug court program as needed. The Drug
Probation Officer is paid by the State of Arkansas. All other members of the
drng court team are volunteers. The Prosecutor, Public Defender, as well
as school counselors, treaanent professionals, and staff from the comruunity
provider, Phoenix Youth & Family Services, are part of lhe Juvenile Drug Court
Team. The Drng Court Probation Officer, a state employee, is also a part of the
team. The program is conducted in conformance with state drug court statutes
and conforms to all applicable sentencing laws including fines, fees, court costs
and probation assessments. The program utilizes a post-adjudication process and
is open to juveniJes wbo have committed eligible offenses and are recommended
by a referral process to this program and voted on by the team for acceptance.
The drug court team meets prior to court to go over what has lranspired with the
juvenile since the last team meeting and vote on whether there should be
inceotives or sanctions and makes their recommendation to the Judge at the
bearing.

Swift and Certain Accountability Probation Pilot Program are assigoed to 
Division Four. ln 2001, the Arkansas Legislature provided for the establishment 
of five pilot programs known as Swift Courts. The Swift Court is operating as a 
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circuit judges were in attendance and approved this plan. Administrative Judge Roben Gibson 1s forwarding 
this Plan today to all the circuit judges for their signnture. 

vm. ASSIG�ff.NT OF DISTIUCT JUDGES [N THE COUNTY OR cou:-rrn:s IN WIDCR 
THEY WERE ELECTED. 

Tenth District has three District Judges: 28'" District Judge Bruce Anderson, Bradley and Drew 
Counties; 2(/' District Judge Reid Aarrod, Ashley County; end 27� District Judge Melinda French, Chicot and 
Desha Counties, who aU participate in referrals from the circuit courts. All matters heard by the State 
District Court Judges will be heard in the l'CSJ>CCtlVe Coun room.

With the exception of first appearance and waiver of extradition when the responsibility is shared among 
Circuit and District Judges, a DistrictJudge is assigned and shall have primary responsibility to preside over the 
following cases including scheduling and related administrative duties within their particular counties:

2.  Issue Arrest warrants pursuant to Rule 7.1 or A.C.A 16-81-104;
3.  Conduct first appearances pursuant to Rule 8.1; 
4.  Appoint counsel pursuant to Rule 8.2;
5.  Inform defendant pursuant to Rule 8.3;
6.  Conduct pretrial release inquiry pursuant to Rules 9.1, 9.2 and 9.3

Following completion of the first appearance paperwork, that paperwork shall be forwarded to the circuit 
clerk, the prosecuting attorney, the defense attorney, and the circuit judges sharing the criminal docket for that 
county. 

Additionally, the following matters may be referred to the state district judges: 
1. Forcible Entry and Detainer and Unlawful Detainer; and
2. Petitions for mental, drug or alcohol commitments. If Judge Teresa French is not available, the district 

judge for that county shall handle that proceeding.  If that district judge is unavailable, any of the 
circuit judges in the 10th Circuit may handle the commitment proceeding.  

I. Issue search warrants pursuant 10 Rule 13.1;

FURTHER. pumi,mt to Adminisa-ative Order 4 and the Administrative Office of the Courts Provisional 
Guidelu1es for digital audio in State District Courts a!J the State District Courts of the Judicial 
Circuit will ublize the equipment, software and operational abilities necessary to comply with the 
regulations and expectations of Order 4. 

The Distnct Court Judges do uot preside over lhe circuit court specially court programs. 

Th.is Adminis1.n1tivc Pinn to Become Effective on January I, 2024. 

Honorable Crews 
Puryear Division 1 
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Honorable Robert Bynwn Gibson, m 
Division 3 
Administrative Judge 

Honorable Quincey Ross 
Division 4 


